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Objective and Agenda

Objective: SFUSD community members learn about the history of 
desegregation and student assignment in San Francisco, discuss 
lessons learned from past student assignment systems, and consider 
the implications for our current policy development.

Agenda: 
● Why discuss the history of student assignment in SFUSD?
● Presentation by Rand Quinn, Associate Professor at the 

University of Pennsylvania and author of Class Action: 
Desegregation and Diversity in San Francisco Schools

● Panel discussion 
● Audience Q&A
● Quick feedback survey and closing



Why Discuss the History of Student 
Assignment in SFUSD?
● SFUSD is currently revisiting its policy for how elementary 

school students are assigned to schools, and the San Francisco 
Board of Education will vote on a new policy on December 8, 
2020.

● This speaker series will help infuse policy discussions with 
additional evidence and facilitate a public dialogue around these 
complex issues related to SFUSD’s student assignment policy.

● In today’s conversation, we’ll learn about SFUSD’s past student 
assignment systems and consider the implications for our 
current policy development. 



Desegregation and Student Assignment Policy 
in San Francisco



“separate but equal”



Brown v. Board of Education

Mother and daughter at the U.S. Supreme Court, November 19, 1954. New York World-Telegram & Sun Collection/Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. (LC-USZ62-127042)



Educational opportunity is a “a right which must be made 
available to all on equal terms”



August 17, 1962. San Francisco Examiner (Sacco). Fang family San Francisco examiner photograph archive negative files, BANC PIC 2006.029:137883.01.12--NEG, box 1392. © The 
Regents of the University of California, The Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.



CORE (Congress of Racial Equality) members demanding desegregation, August 10, 1962. San Francisco Examiner (Sacco). Fang family San Francisco examiner photograph archive 
negative files, BANC PIC 2006.029:137869.05.02--NEG, box 1391. © The Regents of the University of California, The Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.



CORE (Congress of Racial Equality) members demanding desegregation, September 20, 1971. San Francisco Examiner (Doherty). Fang family San Francisco examiner photograph archive 
negative files, BANC PIC 2006.029:140795_N_02_15—NEG, box 1517. © The Regents of the University of California, The Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.



Parents Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle School District No. 1 (2007). 
While school districts may maintain a goal of racial diversity, the use of racial 
classifications in student assignment — even as a small part of a voluntary effort 
by a district to integrate its schools — must be narrowly tailored.



Trends in School Segregation



Neighborhood Schools

School Choice

Equal Opportunity

Competing Ideas for Student Assignment Policy 
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Johnson v. San Francisco Unified School District



The city is “behind such places as 
Mississippi and Texas in offering 
equal educational opportunity to 
Black students. We intend to change 
that and to insure that San Francisco 
again becomes a progressive city”

San Francisco Chronicle
June 25, 1970 

Charles Belle
SF NAACP



“The ratio of Black children to White children 

will then be and thereafter continue to be 

substantially the same in each school.”

Johnson v. SFUSD



Horseshoe Plan (1971)



Districtwide Minimum 
(for every school)

Maximum
(for every school)

White 35 20 50
Black 29 14 44
Asian 14 - 29
Latinx 13 - 28
Other 9 - 24

Minimum and maximum percentage of school enrollment, 1971



Largest Subgroups: Black and White Students (1971)

White 
35

Black 
29

Asian 
14

Other
9

Latinx 
13



White 
22

Black 
29

Chinese 
18

Other
Subgroups

<9

Latinx 
14

Changing student demographics (1977)



Districtwide Minimum 
(for every school)

Maximum
(for every school)

White 22 7 37
Black 29 14 44

Chinese 18 3 33

Latinx 14 - 29

5 Add’l Subgroups <9 - <24

Every school must also enroll Chinese students (1977)



Educational Redesign



Robert Alioto, Superintendent

“At the foundation of Educational Redesign is the district’s 

commitment to integration […] assigning students of diverse 

racial groups to create multicultural communities within schools.”



Desegregating San Francisco Schools

1. Chinese……………………………… 23.0
2. Black………………………………… 20.0 
3. Latino………………………………... 18.2 
4. White…………………………………. 14.8
5. Filipino….................................... 9.0 
6. Korean…………………………………. 1.3
7. Japanese……………………………… 1.0
8. American Indian…………………….. 0.6
9. “Other”………………………………..12.2

Racial & Ethnic Subgroups

Representation from at least 
FOUR of nine racial and ethnic 
subgroups

Schools must have. . .

District Demographics, 1987 
(percent)

Subgroup enrollments: 
Regular Schools ≤45%
Special Admission Schools ≤ 40% 



The Court should “not permit the SFUSD to maintain all non-

white schools. . . To me, this in no way is in the spirit of. . . 

system-wide desegregation.”

Margery Levy, Desegregation Officer



Educational Redesign “denied Black children their 

constitutional right to a desegregated [system] and equal 

educational opportunity […] it was merely a part of the sad 

history of the educational neglect of Black children.”

Joe Hall, SFNAACP



Treasure Island PTA president Gene Mattingly addressing parents angry over Educational Redesign, December 29, 1977, San Francisco Examiner (Southard). Fang family San Francisco 
examiner photograph archive negative files, BANC PIC 2006.029:144680.04.12--NEG, box 1722. © The Regents of the University of California, The Bancroft Library, University of 
California, Berkeley.



Protesting  the Superintendent, 5/17/78. San Francisco Examiner (Sid Tate)



“We always have to trade off and 
our children are not happy where 
they are going. Whites don’t want 
to come here, and we can’t care 
less. But now they are forcing us to 
their schools.”

San Francisco Sun-Reporter
September 14, 1983 

Sylvester Brown
Bayview-Hunters Point Coordinating 
Educational Committee & Coalition



Diversity Index Lottery



Chinese
43

White
24

Black
6

Latino
7

Lowell High School Student Enrollment, 1986 

Filipino…………………8
“Other”……….……….5
Korean…………….….3
Japanese ………….…3
American Indian…..<1

All Other Groups
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California Ethnic and Multicultural Archives
University of California, Santa Barbara 
CEMA  49, Box 3, Folder 8

Chinese American Democratic Club 
Leslie Yee to Roland Quan
September 3, 1988

“I believe that the highest priority is for 
the Chinese community to get into the 
game. The deal over integration 
cannot be left to the NAACP”



Chinese American Democratic Club 
Leslie Yee to Roland Quan
September 3, 1988

“The schools are being pressured by 
whites to open up prestigious high 
schools for whites  [. . .]  This is 
purposeful discrimination. Kicking 
Chinese out to make room for whites.”

California Ethnic and Multicultural Archives
University of California, Santa Barbara 
CEMA  49, Box 3, Folder 8



Chinese American Democratic Club, memo c1988

“Ethnic representation to achieve diversity in the student body at 

Lowell is desirable. Black and Hispanic representation at Lowell is 

extremely low and should be increased.”



Chinese for Affirmative Action 
Fall 1993

“... CAA supports affirmative action 
efforts to increase the representation of 
African American and Hispanic students 
at Lowell.”

CAA Newsletter
Ethnic Studies Library
University of California, Berkeley



“Today we begin a new chapter in the journey toward a color-blind 

society that protects the rights of every individual and offers 

equal opportunity to all Californians.”

Governor Pete Wilson

Yumi Wilson and Kenneth Garcia, “Wilson Signs Away Affirmative Action,” San Francisco Chronicle, June 2, 1995



San Francisco’s student assignment system “demonstrates 

the perversity of the affirmative action mind-set.”

Governor Pete Wilson

Nanette Asimov, “Wilson Sides with S.F. Chinese Americans on Schools Lawsuit to End Court-Supervised Desegregation,” San Francisco Chronicle, August 21, 1997.



“Our group has never been for dismantling affirmative action 

and in fact we are supportive of affirmative action.”

Roland Quan, CADC President

Alethea Yip, “New Support in School Desegregation Case.” AsianWeek, September 5, 1997.



“… this case is about ending discrimination and not at all 

about ending affirmative action.”

Roland Quan, CADC President

Alethea Yip, “New Support in School Desegregation Case.” AsianWeek, September 5, 1997.



Diversity Index Lottery
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Thank you and Survey
● Thank you so much for attending
● Thank you to Stanford University GSE and UC Berkeley GSE
● Please sign up for other presentations: 

https://bit.ly/SFUSDresearch
○ Thursday, Sept. 17, 2020 - 4:00-5:00PM: Discussion of Research about School Integration

■ Prudence L. Carter (UC Berkeley)
■ Rucker Johnson (UC Berkeley)
■ sean f. reardon (Stanford)
■ Gary Yee (Director, District 4, Board of Education, Oakland Unified School District)

○ Monday, Sept. 21, 2020 - 3:00-4:00PM: Discussion of Research about School Choice
■ Damon Clark (UC Irvine) 
■ Huriya Jabbar (University of Texas, Austin)
■ Paco Martorell (UC Davis)
■ Stevon Cook (Commissioner, Board of Education, San Francisco Unified School District)

● Please share your feedback by filling out this survey: 
https://bit.ly/SFUSDinput

https://bit.ly/SFUSDresearch
https://bit.ly/SFUSDinput

